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Times  of  Victory 

stand before God with. 
Therefore we have to know 
that we've got to keep our 
souls where it needs to be. 

    We're serving a God that 
loves our souls and He's look-
ing to us to take care of our 
souls. He breathe the breath 
of life into us that we would 

    May the fifth Bro. Dewayne 
Hastings came to Victory 
Tabernacle to bring us a Word 
from God in our parking lot 
service. The Scripture for his 
message "Keeper of the Soul" 
was taken from Luke 12:16-21 
and this is what he had to say: 

    The keeper of the soul is 
not God. God doesn't keep 
you out of Heaven nor does 
He let you go to hell but it is 
you. We are the keeper of our 
souls. We can't blame no one 
but ourselves because no mat-
ter what has been done to me 
or what has been said we are 
responsible for our souls. 

    What is the soul? Google 
defines it as 'The soul is the 
wholeness of ones being' but 
Genesis 2:7 states it this way 
'and the Lord God formed 
man of the dust of the ground 
and breathe into his nostrils 

the breath of life and man 
became a living soul.' 

    We are in control of our 
destination and whatever we 
set our minds to be we can be 
what we want to be. But when 
you get to the top what have 
you got? You need to have a 
friend that will tell you what 
you need to hear not what you 
want to hear. We are not the 
keeper of others souls but we 
can help encourage them but 
we can't allow the condition 
that they get in to pull us 
down. When we begin to get 
around family and friends and 
every time you leave we are in 
worse shape that we were 
when we were with them then 
we need to stay away from 
those people. Because our 
souls are more important and 
it is the only thing we got that 
you are going to take and 

Keeper of the Soul 

Yet Praise 

    Due to bad weather Victory 
Tabernacle's parking lot ser-
vice was canceled and service 
was conducted inside the 
sanctuary with the praise sing-
ers and sound staff. Pastor 
Taylor's message "Yet Praise" 
came from the Habakkuk 3:17
-18 and Psalm 42:11. 

    He began his message by 
telling us that the Lord had 

spoken the word "shortage" 
to him, meaning that there is 
no shortage of God and that 
we server a God that is full of 
supply and has the ability to 
meet the demands of our 
world today. He went on to 
say that this portion of Scrip-
ture was describing a very 
bleak, dark situation where 
there was very little food. So 
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Psalm 55:22 
 

Cast thy burden upon the 
Lord, and he shall sustain 
tee: he shall never suffer 
the righteous to be moved. 
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Bro. Dewayne Hasting preaching at 
Victory Tabernacle’s parking lot 

service on 5-3-2020 

Pastor Troy Taylor preaching “Yet 
Praise” via facebook, Instagram and 
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Keeper of the Soul 

trial that He's making us truly believe. 

    Your souls is not something to play 
with! So it is your choice, what will 
you do for your soul? It doesn't matter 
where you are at your soul is im-
portant. It's priceless and it's the only 
thing that you will take to Heaven 
with you, It is the only thing that you 
will stand before God with and you 
will have to give account for how you 
lived in that soul. What you did with 
that soul and you took care of it. It is 
your responsibility! 

ourselves because sometimes we may 
not be able to get a hold of the pastor 
or a saint of God or a brother or sister 
that we've depended on for years to 
give us a word. We're going to have to 
get a prayer through for ourselves! 

    It is in discouraging times that we 
need to get by ourselves tell ourselves 
that we have to buckle up, shape up 
and begin to bless the Lord. When has 
He ever done us wrong or turned His 
back on us? When has He done any-
thing but good for us? We may have 
had to go through some trials but it 
wasn't because He didn't love us. Do 
you think He rejoices when we are 
going through a trial and we're in 
tears? He sees and knows those tears 
and He knows in the midst of that 

be a living soul and now it's up to us. 
We have men and women of God that 
teach us the Word of God to try to 
help equip us and give us some infor-
mation that we can use in our walk 
with God. We need to tuck these 
things back into our minds. And if 
you're a youth then you need to get 
you an elder of the Church and begin 
to strive and pull those things out of 
them. Begin to glean that wisdom that 
they have and take it to heart. 

    There is a God that all we have to 
do is love on Him. Just as David had 
to get off by himself to encourage 
himself we too need to just sometimes 
get off by ourselves and encourage 
ourselves. We need to get a hold of 
God as never before and encourage 

Lord shall renew their strength. If you 
wait upon God He'll show you His 
glory and renew you. He will restore 
what the devil has taken from you and 
more. So you look to Him in times 
like this that are bleak and dark and 
the answers are few and far between. 
But the Bible says "hope thou in God" 
for He said yet I shall praise him. I 
don't see the answer but I'm going to 
praise Him. I don't feel Him right now 
but I'm going to praise Him. We need 
a 'yet praise' and if we keep a yet 
praise there is nothing that can stop 
us. If we will praise Him today, tomor-
row and next week God will show 
Himself strong on behalf of us. 

    What we need is a 'yet praise.' A 
praise that says I'll praise Him any-
how. No matter what our situation is 
we need to have a yet praise because 
God is good., faithful, gracious, 
mighty and He's still my Savior and 
Lord. He knows where we are and will 
not fail us and see us through this 

situation. 

    We need a yet praise because a yet 
praise laughs in the face of calamity. A 
yet praise praises in the middle of  catas-
trophe, crisis, and pandemic. We are in 
the middle of a crisis in our world right 
now but there are some folks that have 
a yet praise. We are in dark times but yet 
God is sweet and really good to us. An-
ybody can praise Him when things are 
going good. If you will just keep your 
eyes on Jesus and praise Him, love Him, 
and serve Him He will show Himself 
strong for you in this time of crisis. 

when you don’t have the provisions 
you need it creates dark situations. As 
it is today where there is significant 
lack in our world right now. Because 
the needs are very great a lot of people 
have lost jobs and finances and lines 
are very long for places giving out 
food. 

    There are many people hungry, 
thirsty, hurting and suffering now. 
And if you are in the situation where 
everything is being taken care of you 
need to thank God for that, but there 
are a lot of people that their needs are 
not met financially, physically, emo-
tionally and spiritually. People that 
need direction, hope, purpose, under-
standing, blessings, provisions and a 
way made for them. But more im-
portantly we serve a need meeting, life 
changing, finance altering, job restor-
ing God. 

    Our God is a God of restoration 
that can put back and renew it. The 
Bible says that they who wait upon the 

Yet Praise 
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Holiness 

 

    The meaning of the root word 
“holy” means to be separated or with-
drawn from that which is common or 
unclean, and consecrated to what is 
sacred and pure. God alone is pure 
and holy. He is perfect; man is imper-
fect. God is divine; man is human. He 
is morally perfect; man is sinful. God 
abhors that which is evil. It is easy to 
understand that He cannot tolerate sin 
of any kind. To Him it is vile and de-
testable. Therefore, it is evident that 
man must become holy in order to 
attain fellowship with God. 

    Holiness is a condition of the heart. 
It is a sum total of our attitudes and 
consecrations toward God. Therefore 
we must take heed of our attitudes and 
motives as we strive to be holy. We 
must manifest Christ-like attitudes. 

    Jesus said, “Blessed are the pure in 
heart. . . . “ Are our hearts really pure? 
Are our motives pure? Why do we do 
the things we do? What motivates us? 
Are our talents separated and dedicat-
ed to the service of God? Can He 
really use us? 

    Only those who are holy and sancti-
fied shall be able to see Jesus and en-
ter His kingdom. On that day, He will 
present to himself a Church, “. . . a 
glorious church, not having spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blem-
ish.” (Ephesians 5:27) 

    To sanctify means to separate from 
evil and dedicate exclusively to the 
service of God. Man’s part is to bring 

himself to the sanctifying influence of 
the Holy Ghost and allow God to 
work His will. Sinful man is wholly 
incapable of making himself holy. This 
is the work of the Holy One. 

    There is nothing man can do to 
merit sanctification. All his righteous-
ness would be as filthy rags. But thank 
God, we have a Holy One who is hap-
py to sanctify and cleanse us! 

    The process of sanctification begins 
the moment a person hears or reads 
the gospel message, for the Word of 
God has a cleansing influence in the 
heart of the hearer. “Now ye are clean 
through the word which I have spo-
ken unto you.” (John 15:3) “Sanctify 
them through thy truth: thy word is 
truth.” (John 17:17) There is a definite 
power in God’s Word to convict sin-
ners of their sins and reveal to them 
their need of a close walk with god, a 
sanctification, and deeper consecra-
tion. 

    It is the responsibility of every God
-fearing child of God to see to it that 
he keeps himself under the influence 
of the sanctifying power of God by 
repentance, surrender of his will to 
God’s will, consecration, dedication, 
complete separation from the world, 
faith, and obedience. 

    None of us was born perfect. The 
very fact that Peter exhorted the saints 
to “ . . . grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord. . . ,” proves to 
us that sanctification is a progressive 
process in our lives. (2 Peter 3:18) The 
Christian who is filled with the Spirit, 
walks after the Spirit, and is led by the 
Spirit will live a holy life, one that is 
dedicated and consecrated to the will 
of God. he will live a life above sin, 
and will feel no condemnation. 

    There are many advantages and 
rewards of holy living. The Christian 
enjoys greater peace of mind and 
heart. He enjoys happiness. His life is 
more fruitful and satisfying, for he 

lives a life of service to God and oth-
ers. 

    Are there any secrets to successful 
holy living? Indeed, there are! Follow-
ing are only a few: 

1) Allow the power of the Holy Ghost 
to change you and teach you. 

2) Learn to communicate daily with 
God. It is of vital necessity that you 
talk to your “Creator.” It is through 
Him that we move and have our be-
ing. A prayerful life is a happy and 
victorious life. 

3) Realize that only after you relin-
quish your will to God’s will will you 
know peace. find the mind of God 

4) Read the Bible daily. Let it “come 
alive” to your heart. Attend Bible 
studies and participate. Get involved 
with your studies. Think about the 
lesson. Ask questions that will clarify 
doctrines. 

5) Dedicate yourself fully to His ser-
vice and to His will for your life. 
Don’t get sidetracked! Keep God as 
top priority on your list and you can 
stay happy. 

6) Live each day one day at a time. 
Live “in-depth.” Don’t become stale. 
You can go on learning and keep alive 
all your life! 

7) Keep your eyes off the faults of 
others. Look to Jesus as the one who 
has an answer to every problem you 
might encounter. 

8) Witness to others of the power and 
the hope that lies within you. You will 
be blessed and feel victorious when 
you witness boldly of the power of 
God. 

9) Discuss your problems with your 
pastor. 

taken from Doctrines of the Bible 
published by World Aflame Press (WAP) Holiness 
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DON'T ALLOW WHAT 
YOU'RE GOING 

THROUGH, TO BLOCK 
WHAT YOU'RE GOING 

TO! 
 

Allow means to give someone permis-
sion to do something, give the neces-
sary time or opportunity for. to permit 
something, to regard or treat some-
thing as acceptable. 
 
Block is to make a movement or flow 
in, difficult or impossible, to stop or 
make passage through or through to/
of difficult, to obstruct someone or 
something by placing obstacles in the 
way. 
 
Sometimes, you will go through real-
ly tough times. It’s those times when 
everything you do just kind of flops, 
and it feels like your life is going 
downhill, which makes you feel very 
sad. In these challenging situations, 
maintaining a good mindset is proba-
bly the most important thing you can 
do. It will allow you to stay upbeat, 
avoid pointless sorrow, persist 
through the hardship, find smart so-
lutions and eventually turn the situa-
tion around. Here are some key ideas 
to keep in mind when the going gets 
tough, in order to stay positive and 
be resilient. If you bear these ideas in 
mind, they will do wonders for your 
emotional state and your capacity to 
overcome the challenge you’re fac-
ing. Everything ends. Whether it’s 
good or bad, it doesn’t last forever. 
When a situation is troubling for you, 
it may seem as if it will never end. 
But that’s just a subjective and dis-
torted perception. Our minds tend to 
expand negative events as they hap-
pen and so it appears like they’ve 
been going on for a lot more than 
they really did, and as if they will 
continue to go on for a long time. 
Nevertheless, even the worst kinds of 
situations end at some point. Some-
times you need to do something to 
make them end or hurry that mo-
ment. Other times, they will simply 
wither and die on their own, and all 

you can do is have patience and wait. 
Either way, things will change. 
 
Another way to address the feeling 
that a bad situation will never end is 
by thinking about similar situations 
that you went through in the past and 
you’ve successfully overcome. You 
can find a precedent nearly every 
time if you think hard enough. When 
you do this, it acts as a reminder of 
your ability to handle challenges and 
get passed them. It boosts your sense 
of self-confidence and it eliminates 
the sense of helplessness. This atti-
tude shift is most likely to motivate 
you to take action and get you to 
successfully rise above the situation. 
When the going gets tough, it’s com-
mon for us to stop seeing our 
strengths and only be aware of our 
flaws. Thus, we see ourselves as los-
ers, incapable to rise above difficult 
situations. But this is never true. Just 
like any other person out there, you 
have a combination of strengths and 
weaknesses. The key is to remind 
yourself that you have lots of 
strength. Even if you don't feel it.. 
Perhaps start thinking about some of 
them in particular, and do a quick 
mental check of some of your 
strengths. By doing this, your per-
ception of yourself will shift and 
become more balanced. Again, this 
will empower you and give you con-
fidence that you’ll handle the situa-
tion you’re in effectively. 
 
Frequently when facing hardship, our 
thinking will trick us into believing 
that this happens only to us. Other 
people don’t go through the kind of 
difficulties we go through. It almost 
seems like the universe is plotting 
against us and wants to hurt us.  
However, with a bit of lucid reflect-
ing, you’ll quickly realize this is not 
true. What’s true is that you’re hyper
-aware of your troubles because 
they’re, you know, yours. But you’re 
not nearly as aware of other people’s 
trouble, which makes it seem like 
they have it much better than you. 
This is highly unlikely though. So 
remember that whatever happens to 
you, in the same form or a related 

one, happens to almost everybody.  It 
is often said in the personal develop-
ment world that there is no failure, 
only feedback. When going through 
tough times in life though, we tend to 
forget this. We see failure as an indi-
cator that we’re not on the right path, 
but not as a learning experience 
which can put us on the right path. 
Most learning in life comes from 
trial and error. And when things 
aren’t going the way you want them 
to go, the best thing you can do is to 
try to understand why this is happen-
ing, and learn from the experience. It 
is by learning and applying that 
learning that you’ll eventually turn 
things around. 
 
When facing hard times, it’s a good 
idea to remember that there are peo-
ple in your life that you can rely on 
for help. Even if you’re not the most 
social person in the world and you 
don’t have a lot of friends or a big 
family, there are still people in your 
life that you can rely on. These peo-
ple form your social support system. 
Many times, just thinking about them 
and realizing that they are there for 
you in case you need them provides 
you a lot of emotional comfort and it 
gives you more courage to push for-
ward. You may not even need to 
actually ask them for help. Just 
knowing it’s available will embolden 
you and that will be sufficient. 
 
So some things aren’t going well in 
your life. That’s less than ideal, but if 
you think about it, there are still lots 
of things that are going well in your 
life and there is still a lot to be grate-
ful for. Maybe your career is in trou-
ble, but you still have your health 
and your family. And there are so 
many small but significant things to 
be grateful for. When going through 
tough times in life, think about this 
for a second and start noticing the 
things to be grateful for. It will com-
pletely change your perspective. 
You’ll realize things aren’t that bad 
after all, and that, troubles and all, 
life is worth appreciating. Having the 
right mindset will do wonders. Stay-
ing positive. Always thinking on 

Sis. Sherry’s Column 
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Sis. Sherry’s Column 

THROUGH IT! So believe, trust and 
keep FAITH IN GOD! GOD IS THE 
ANSWER TO IT ALL!  DON'T AL-
LOW THE ENEMY TO USE 
WHAT YOU'RE GOING 
THROUGH, TO BLOCK WHERE 
YOU'RE GOING TO!  

or the situations, circumstances, 
problems, issues we are going 
through, it is all about God and trust-
ing GOD to bring us through it all. 
Prayer is POWERFUL!  Allow God 
to bring us through it all. After all, IT 
IS GOD THAT IS GOING TO 
BRING US TO IT, AND 

things above as the bible says, not on 
things of this world. 
 
Mindset is everything. We can train 
our minds to be a negative person or 
a strong positive person. God is the 
help and the answer to it all. Keep 
your eyes on God. It is not about us 

1934, Mr. William Harvey carried on 
limited excavations, and, about some 
eighteen inches under the floor of the 
present church, he discovered por-
tions of the mosaic floor of the origi-
nal church built b Helena and Con-
stantine. Some of the mosaics were of 
flowers, fruits, and birds; others were 
geometric in design. No religious 
scenes were used in these decorations, 
since they were to be trodden under-
foot. 
    Under the choir area, at the east end 
of the church is a flight of steps lead-
ing down to the “Grotto of the Nativ-
ity,” twenty feet below the floor level. 
This cave-like chapel room measures 
12 by 40 feet, the walls are completely 
concealed by tapestries, and the ceiling 
is hung with gorgeous lights. At the 
eastern end of the chapel is a small 
crypt, the marble floor of which is 

    Bethlehem, the city of David, lies 
five miles south of Jerusalem. Here 
Rachel was buried, Ruth gleaned in 
Boaz’ field, David was anointed to be 
king, Christ was born in a manger, and 
the wise men came from the east seek-
ing the Savior. 
    Rachel’s tomb now stands beside 
the highway, at the entrance of the 
city. It is venerated by Jews, Chris-
tians, and Mohammedans, and is con-
sidered to be one of the most authen-
tic sites in the Holy Land. 
    The Church of the Nativity was 
built by Helena (the mother of Em-
peror Constantine) in A.D. 238-30, 
over the traditional site which was 
believed then as now to be the place 
of Christ’s birth. Emperor Justinian 
(4527-565) rebuilt the church in the 
6th century. Though dilapidated, this 
church still stands in Bethlehem. In 

inlaid with a vermilion silver star, 
lighted by 16 silver lamps and sur-
rounded by a simple inscription in 
Latin announcing the most stupen-
dous event in all history: “Here Jesus  
Christ was born of the Virgin 
Mary.” Nearby is a manger which 
completes the setting for that pro-
found statement: “And she brought 
forth her first born son, and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him 
in a manger; because there was no 
room for them in the inn” (Luke 2:7). 

Bethlehem 

(Proverbs 23:10-11). 

Deliver those who are drawn toward 
death, And hold back those stumbling 
to the slaughter. If you say, “Surely we 
did not know this,” Does not He who 
weighs the hearts consider it? And will 
He not render to each man according 
to his deeds? (Proverbs 24:11-12). 

Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, 
And do not let your heart be glad 
when he stumbles; Lest the Lord see 

 God is Just 

Do not rob the poor because he is 
poor, Nor oppress the afflicted at the 
gate; For the Lord will plead their 
cause, And plunder the soul of those 
who plunder them (Proverbs 22:23-
23). 

Do not remove the ancient landmark, 
Nor enter the fields of the fatherless; 
For their Redeemer is mighty; He will 
plead their cause against you 

it, and it displease Him, And He turn 
away His wrath from Him (Proverbs 
24:17-18). 

Many seek the ruler’s favor, But justice 
for man comes from the Lord 
(Proverbs 29:26). 

 

provided by Pastor Curtis Taylor God’s Wisdom for Daily Living 

taken from the Archaeological Supplement 
in Thompson Chain Reference Study Bible 
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taken from the Pentecostal Bible Study Course 

bless Isaac and his descendants in 
Canaan. Likewise, John 15:4 exhorts 
us to abide, or dwell, in Christ. 
 

III. Return to the Land of Judah 
 
    Naomi's sorrows drove her back to 
Bethlehem. This is similar to the Trib-
ulation driving Israel back to God. 
(See Joel 3:2; Jeremiah 30:7-11.) 
    Naomi is also like a backslider re-
turning to God after much sorrow. 
There is a parallel here with the para-
ble of the prodigal son. His destitute 
condition reminded him of the bounty 
in his father's house, and this cause 
him to return to his father. 
    When Naomi returned, Ruth went 
with her (Ruth 1:14-16). When back-
sliders return to God they often influ-
ence others to turn to God also. No 
one can live or even die without influ-
encing other in some way (Romans 
14:7). 
    At the end of the age, when Israel 
returns to God, the whole earth will 
be blessed. "Now if the fall of them be 
the riches of the world, and the dimin-
ishing of them the riches of the Gen-
tiles; how much more their full-
ness?" (Romans 11:12). "If the casting 
away of them be the reconciling of the 
world, what shall the receiving of 
them be, but life from the 
dead?" (Romans 11:15). After the na-
tion of Israel as a whole accepts the 
Christ, He will establish His millennial 
kingdom. 
    Ruth's decision to return with Nao-
mi was important primarily because 
she accepted the God of Israel as her 
God. Ruth said, "Intreat me not to 
leave thee, or to return from following 
after thee: for whither thou goest, I 
will go; and where thou lodgest, I will 
lodge: they people shall be my people, 
and thy God my God" (Ruth 1:16). 
    In contrast, Orpah decided not to 
follow Naomi and turned back at the 
border. She decided that she could not 
leave her home and her idols to serve 
Israel's God (Ruth 1:15). In this deci-

I. Setting 
 
    Although the authorship of the 
Book of Ruth is uncertain, some think 
Samuel wrote it. The events of the 
book occurred during the period of 
the judges, and the principal characters 
are Naomi, Ruth, Boaz, and Orpah. 
There are many lessons in the Book of 
Ruth that we can apply to the Chris-
tian life. In each chapter, we find simi-
larities between Ruth's actions and a 
believer's relationship with Christ. 
Ruth rested at Boaz's feet, and we rest 
in Christ. Finally, Ruth was married to 
Boaz, and we will be married to Christ 
at the end of the age. Thus, many have 
found in the story of Ruth a beautiful 
type of the bride of Christ. Of course, 
the Book of Ruth is one of the truly 
great dramas of the Scripture, but 
more importantly, it provides excellent 
material for an evangelistic appeal to 
the lost. 
 
II. Bereavement of Naomi and Her 

Daughters (Chapter 1) 
 
    These three women are examples of 
three classes of people: Naomi is like a 
backslider; Orpah is like those who 
reject the gospel; Ruth is like those wh 
accept the gospel. 
    While Naomi's family lived in Beth-
lehem of Judah, there was a famine in 
the land. Instead of remaining in the 
land of Canaan, Naomi, her husband, 
and two sons left for Moab in search 
of a better living. During their stay in 
Moab, both sons married Moabite 
wives, one named Ruth and the other 
Orpah. Lather, both Naomi's husband 
and sons died, leaving her alone with 
her daughters-in-law. 
    God had not promised Israel pro-
tection outside of the land of Canaan, 
and God does not promise us protec-
tion and blessing outside of our abid-
ing place in Him. In Genesis 26:2-3, 
the Lord told Isaac that he did not 
need to leave Canaan because of fam-
ine, for He promised that He would 

sion, she is similar to those who reject 
Christ. Many turn their back on salva-
tion because of unwillingness to give 
up the world or fear of being scoffed 
at by relatives and friends (Matthew 
7:26; 10:36). 
 

IV. Ruth's Gleaning in the Field 
(Chapter 2) 

 
    Ruth was not satisfied with merely 
being one of God's people. She imme-
diately sought the benefit of God's law 
that commanded farmers to leave the 
stray stalks of wheat in the field for 
the poor after harvest (Leviticus 
19:10). Likewise, we should not be 
content with merely having our sins 
forgiven and being in the family of 
God; we should immediately take ad-
vantage of the promises of the Word. 
"Whereby are given unto us exceeding 
great and precious promises: that by 
these ye might be partakers of the 
divine nature" (2 Peter 1:4). 
    We can compare Ruth's faithful 
work in the field to the Christian's 
faithful work in the church. Unfortu-
nately, some who should be working 
for the Lord are standing idle in the 
marketplace. They believe that no one 
has hired them. Yet the hour has 
grown late, and they are needed more 
than ever. (See Matthew 20:3-4). 
    Boaz noticed Ruth's faithful service 
and instructed his servants to drop 
some "handfuls of purpose" so that 
she would not be empty-handed at the 
end of the day (Ruth 2:16). Some see 
Boaz as a type of Christ, who will not 
allow His faithful workers to go empty
-handed. "He that goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall 
doubtless come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him" (Psalm 
126:6). (See 1 Corinthians 15:58.) Na-
omi instructed Ruth not to labor in 
any field other than Boaz's (Ruth 
2:22). Similarly, God warns Christians 
not to have spiritual fellowship with 
sinners (2 Corinthians 6:14-16). 

The Book of Ruth Part 1 of 2 
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Submitted by Sis. Lois Kilgore 

that if a believer continues to sin de-
spite toe call to repentance, the church 
should treat him as if he were “an 
heathen man and a publican” (Matt. 
18:17). This exclusion from church 
membership is generically called 
“church discipline.” It is also called 
“excommunication” because those 
under discipline are not permitted to 
participate in Communion (the Lord’s 
Supper). 
 
CORRECTING MISCONCEP-
TIONS ABOUT CHURCH DIS-
CIPLINE 
 
    Excommunication is the final stage 
of church discipline. It is undertaken 
only if other corrective measures fail 
to bring the sinner to repentance. 
Though painful and traumatic, excom-
munication is not an unloving act. 
One of the obligations of love is to 
not leave someone in their sin. “Open 
rebuke is better than secret love. Faith-
ful are the wounds of a friend; but the 
kisses of an enemy are deceit-
ful” (Prov. 27:5-6). 
    Excommunication does not mean 
that the person should stop attending 
church. Except in rare case, the con-
gregation desires the disciplined sinner 
to continue attending and sitting un-
der the preaching of God’s Word. By 
this the sinner is confronted by Scrip-
ture and his life is observed by the 
faith community that has disciplined 

him. 
    Church discipline need not be per-
manent. One goal is the repentance of 
the sinner. Paul rebuked the Corinthi-
an church for not readmitting into 
membership a repentant member 
whom they had disciplined (2 Cor. 2:6
-7). Finally, church discipline is not an 
infallible assessment of the eternal 
state of the person disciplined. It is 
instead a fallible but serious warning 
about an evident lack of regeneration. 
 
WHY CHURCH DISCIPLINE IS 
IMPORTANT 
 
    Church discipline presents to the 
world and believers a clarifying picture 
of what it means to follow Christ. It is 
important to make sinners aware of 
their sin (e.g., 1 Cor. 5). By confront-
ing persistent sin, the church may re-
veal hypocrites―both to themselves so 
that they might repent, and to the 
church so that the church might dis-
tinguish sheep from wolves (see Matt. 
7:15-20). 
    The practice of church discipline is 
also an important part of glorifying 
God, for the church is to reflect God’s 
holy character in a fallen world (1 Pet. 
1:14-16). God is both merciful and 
hoy. To neglect either aspect of His 
character is to distort His image and 
lie about Him. 

    Jesus Christ founded and purchased 
the church with His blood (Acts 
20:28), and He builds it upon 
acknowledgement and faith in Him as 
Messiah (Matt. 16:18). This means the 
church belongs to Jesus and repre-
sents Him to the nations. In this light, 
the purity of the church is vital. Right-
ly practiced, church discipline helps 
ensure that purity. 
 
TWO CATEGORIES OF 
CHURCH DISCIPLINE 
 
    Two categories of church discipline 
describe ways a church may teach its 
members right living and right beliefs 
 

 Formative Discipline: Forma-
tive discipline is a preventative 
measure. It includes the positive, 
direct teaching of biblical truth 
through sermons and Sunday 
School lessons. It also includes 
modeling godliness and mentor-
ing new believers. 

 Corrective Discipline: Correc-

tive discipline is used when trou-
ble arises. It can include contra-
dicting, challenging, rebuking, and 
excommunicating a member for 
impenitence or erroneous teach-
ings. 

 
    Corrective discipline man seem 
controversial, but Jesus clearly taught 

by Mark Dever  
from Holman KJV Study Bible Church Discipline 

which I owe all that is good in my life, 
is surely sufficient to cover all that is 
evil. No, it is because I cannot forgive 
myself. I used to pray with the psalm-
ist: “Remember not the sins of my 
youth and my rebellious ways” Psalm 
24:7). Now I am more strongly and 
deeply moved also to forget them. I 

say with the great congregation: 
“Forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors” (Matthew 6:12). 
But I have learned in these later years 
that, hard as it sometimes is to forgive 
another, it often far easier than to 
forgive oneself. 

    Why should the sins and follies of 
years long past seem, as I look back 
on them, so grievous, so very grievous 
‒ burdening my conscience in sleep-
less hours and often haunting my 
dreams? Why, I ask myself, should it 
be so? It is not because I distrust the 
forgiveness of God. His grace, to 

Can I Forgive Myself?    by John Knox 



Page 8 Times  of  Victory 

Daily Scripture Reading 

All messages were delivered via facebook, 

Instagram, and youtube. May Messages 

Luke 11:3 

Give us day by day our daily 

bread 

Day Book Chap 

Jun 1 Est 9-10 

  Job 1-3 

Jun 2 Job 4-6 

Jun 3 Job 7-9 

Jun 4 Job 10-13 

Jun 5 Job 14-16 

Jun 6 Job 17-20 

Jun 7 Job 21-23 

Jun 8 Job 24-27 

Jun 9 Job 28-30 

Jun 10 Job 31-33 

Jun 11 Job 34-36 

Day Book Chap 

Jun 12 Job 37-39 

Jun 13 Job 40-42 

Jun 14 Ps 1-8 

Jun 15 Ps 9-16 

Jun 16 Ps 17-20 

Jun 17 Ps 21-26 

Jun 18 Ps 27-32 

Jun 19 Ps 33-36 

Jun 20 Ps 37-40 

Jun 21 Ps 41-45 

Jun 22 Ps 46-51 

Jun 23 Ps 52-58 

Day Book Chap 

Jun 24 Ps 59-65 

Jun 25 Ps 66-69 

Jun 26 Ps 70-73 

Jun 27 Ps 74-77 

Jun 28 Ps 78-80 

Jun 29 Ps 81-86 

Jun 30 Ps 87-89 

Jul 1 Ps 90-95 

Jul 2 Ps 96-102 

Jul 3 Ps 103-105 

Jul 4 Ps 106-107 

Jul 5 Ps 108-112 

ation. Scripture text came from 2 Co-
rinthians 5:17-20. 
------------------------------------------------ 
05/24 Sun - Pastor Troy Taylor read-
ing from Isa 453:1-2 and Matt 28:20 
preached on “The god that Stays.” 
------------------------------------------------ 
05/27 Wed - Bro. Justin Metcalf 
preached on “Hurts, Habits and Hang
-ups.” Scripture reading: Psa 137:1-4. 
------------------------------------------------ 
05/31 Sun - Pastor Troy Taylor 
preached on ‘All Power.’ Scripture 
reading: Matthew 28:18 
 

05/03 Sun - Bro. Dewayne Hastings 
preached from Luke 12:16-21 on the 
subject of “Keeper of the Soul.” 
------------------------------------------------ 
05/06 Wed - Pastor Troy Taylor 
preached on the Resurrection of 
Threatening spirits with his Scripture 
reading coming from Acts 4:23-31. 
----------------------------------------------- 
05/10 Sun - Pastor Troy Taylor read-
ing from 1 Corinthians 1:26-29&31 
preached on “Glory in the Lord.” 
------------------------------------------------ 
05/13 Wed - Reading from Heb 11:1-
6 & 29 Pastor Troy Taylor preached 
on “By Faith.” 
------------------------------------------------ 
05/17 Sun - Pastor Troy Taylor 
preached on “Yet Praise.” Scripture 
reading Habakkuk 3:17-18 and Psalm 
42:11. 
------------------------------------------------ 
05/20 Wed - Pastor Troy Taylor 
preached on the Ministry of Reconcili-

------------------------------------------------------ 
All messages can be viewed on our face-
book page at facebook.com/vtupc or 
youtube at https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCOQQF8ijqwjjfY7cYg9qVTw. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOQQF8ijqwjjfY7cYg9qVTw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOQQF8ijqwjjfY7cYg9qVTw
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Chef’s Corner 

 

On The Lighter Side    

Page 10 Times  of  Victory 

Submitted by Sis. Lois Kilgore 

A sign of Old Age that may 
be Creeping up on You: When you wake up looking like your driver's license picture.   
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ACROSS 
   1  Cobbler (Brit.) 
   6  In Joseph’s lineage, the 
       son of Eliezer 
       (Luke 3:29) 
 10  “Every head was made, 
        and every shoulder was 
        peeled” (Ezekiel 29:18) 
 14  Diamond weight unit. 
 15  Black (var.) 
 16  A dueling sword 
 17  Impersonation 
 18  A SOLDIER PIERCED 
       JESUS’ __ (John 19:34) 
 19  Praise 
 20  Plateau 
 21  Prompt 
 22  “The vessel that he 
        made of clay was ___” 
       (Jeremiah 18:4) 
 24  Slant 
 26  HE SAID, “I FIND NO 
       FAULT IN THIS MAN” 
       (Luke 23:4) 
 27  Loose 
 30  Flow out slowly 
 31  Relating to hearing 
 32  “A __ word stirs up an- 
       ger” (Proverbs 15:1 NIV) 
 36  “SAVE THY SELF, AND 
       COME DOWN FROM 
       THE ___” (Mark 15:30) 
 37  “They would have re- 
       penteed long ___ in 
       sackcloth and ashes” 
       (Matthew 11:21) 
 39  Compass point (abbr.) 
 40  “Ye blind guides, which 
       at a ___, and swallow a 
       camel” (Matthew 23:24) 
 41  Moisten meat 
 43  Cowboy apparel 
 44  “Thou shalt utterly __ it, 
       and thou shalt utterly 
       abhor it” (Duet. 7:26) 
 45  Stomach muscles (abbr.) 
 48  “For God __ love” 
       (1 John 4:8) 
 49  Invoke 
 50  Raise Higher 
 51  “It shall be seven days 
       under the __” 
       (Leviticus 22:27) 
 52  “For there shall be no __ 
       of any man’s life” 
       (Acts 27:22) 
 56  “Expose these things for 

 45  Ladybug fare 
 46  “First the ___, then the ear, 
        after that the full corn” 
        (Mark 4:28) 
 47  HE CARRIED JESUS’ CROSS 
       (Matthew 27:32) 
 49  Plebe 
 50  Beef graders (abbr.) 
 51  Surrealist Spanish painter 
 53  Scandinavian national 
       capital 
 54  “The Lord is…___ to anger” 
       (Psalm 103:8 
 55  Stitched together 
 58  “LET THIS ___ PASS 
        FROM ME” (Matthew 26:39 
 59  TV network (abbr.) 

        they are” 
       (Ephesians 5:11 MSG) 
 57  Private school (abbr.) 
 59  Church part 
 60  Antic 
 61  “The greater light to __ 
       the day” (Genesis 1:16) 
 62  “You are from __: I am 
       from above” 
       (John 8:23 NIV) 
 63  “Is this house, which is 
       called by my name, be- 
       come ___ of robbers?” 
      (Jeremiah 8:11)(2 words) 
 64  “AND THEY __ UPON 
       HIM..AND SMOTE HIM” 
       (Matthew 27:29) 
 

DOWN 
   1  “I worked an elaborate 
        ___? Where’s the 
        evidence? “ 
      (2 Corinthians 12:16-17 
       MSG) 
   2  “She took the goatskins 
      and covered…the smooth 
      ___ of his neck” 
      (Genesis 27:15 MSG) 
   3  Minerals 
   4  “WHOM WILL YHE THAT 
       I RELEASE UNTO YOU? 
       ___, OR JESUS…?” 
       (Matthew 27:17) 
   5  Pigpen 
   6  “BUT __ HELD HIS PEACE 
       (Matthew 26:63) 
   7  Off-Broadway award 
   8  “And Jacob __ pottage” 
       (Genesis 27:29) 
   9  “Love your __, do good to 
       them which hate you” 
      (Luke 6:27) 
 10  Baseball player Yogi 
 11  “Wherefore lay __ all filthi- 
       ness” (James 1:21) 
 12  Embankment 
 13  “If we…be examined of the 
       good ___done” (Acts 4:9) 
 21  Key 
 23  A to Z 
 25  “They are not plagued by 
       human __” (Psalm 73:5 NIV) 
 26  Philanthropist and former 
       presidential contender 
 27  Women’s branch of U.S. 
       Army in WW II (abbr.) 
 28  “Let us kill him, that the 

Answer to last month’s Puzzle 

       inheritance may be 
       ___” (Luke 20:14) 
 29  “Led him unto the ___ of 
       the hill” (Luke 4:29) 
 30  Epics 
 32  “PILATE… WASHED 
       HIS __ BEFORE THE 
       MULTITUDE” 
       (Matthew 27:24) 
 33  “Thy life be for his life, or 
       ___ thou shalt pay a 
       talent of silver” 
       (1 Kings 20:39) 
 34  “The sword that ___ him 
       cannot cut” (Job 41:26 NIV) 
 35  “BEHOLD MY HANDS 
       AND MY __” (Luke 24:39) 
 40  Acoustical or electric 
       stringed instruments 
 42  Artist’s studio 
 44  “Now the eyes of Israel were 
       __ for age” (Genesis 48:10) 
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Testament as an example and begin to 
pray in a similar way. god's wonder-
working power is still available today,  
and He wants His children to access it. 

    By proclaiming, "Power and might 
are in Your hand so that no one can 
stand against You" (2 Chronicles verse 
6), Jehoshaphat was praising God and 
at the same time reminding himself of 
the Lord's greatness. As you pray, 
remind God of His mercy, talk to Him 
about His grace, and recall His might 
power. 

 ---------------------------------------------- 

Do you want to revolutionize your 
prayer life? If you focus as much at-
tention on declaring the attributes of 
the Lord as you do on making re-
quests, your prayers will take on a 
whole new dimension. They'll cease to 
be self-centered and instead will be-
come God-centered. 

Phone: (256) 852-1126 

E-mail: pastortroy@vtupc.com 

Staff 

Pastor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Troy Taylor 

Assistant Pastor . . . . . .Rev. Dale Taylor 

Treasurer/Secretary. . . Bro. Michael Claussen 

Sunday School Dir. . .  Bro. Michael Claussen 

Women’s Leader. . . . . Sis. Charlotte Claussen 

Daughters of Zion. . . Sis. Ella Mae Holloway 

Times of Victory editor . . Bro. Bob Merideth 

A Balanced Prayer 

Victory Tabernacle (VT) is a Spirit-filled church that is striving to become more like the 
model church which is the Book of Acts church. Regardless of where you are on your 
spiritual journey – just beginning or seeking a deeper walk with God – we want you to 
know you are welcome here at VT. Our doors and hearts are open to you and we would 
love to have you visit with us here at 2620 Blue Spring Road in Huntsville, Alabama, 
where you’ll meet friendly, kind people who are passionate about Jesus Christ and enjoy a 
great worship experience. 
 

May the Lord’s rich blessings rest upon you in Jesus’ name. 
 

Pastor Troy Taylor 

2 CHRONICLES 20:5-8 

5. AND JE-HOSH′-A-PHAT FEARED, 

AND SET HIMSELF TO SEEK THE 

LORD, AND PROCLAIMED A FAST 

THROUGH-OUT ALL JUDAH. 

6. AND SAID, O LORD GOD OF OUR 

FATHERS, ART NOT THU GOD IN 

HEAVEN? AND IN THINE HAND IS 

THERE NOT POWER AND MIGHT, SO 

THAT NONE IS ABLOE TO WITHSTAND 

THEE? 

7. ART NOT THOU OUR GOD, WHO 

DIDST DRIVE OUT THE INHABITANTS 

OF THIS LAND BEFORE THY PEOPLE 

ISRAEL, AND GAVEST IT TO THE SEEDE 

OF ABRAHAM THY FRIEND FOR EVER? 

8. AND THEY DWELT THEREIN, AND 

HAVE BUILT THEE A SANCTUARY 

THEREIN FOR THY NAME, SAYING, 

M 

Read: 2 Chronicles 20:5-12 
 
 

   odern-day Christians can learn some 
   good lessons from Old Testament 
prayers. When Jehoshaphat beseeched 
God for help, he struck a balance be-
tween asking the Lord to meet his 
needs and proclaiming His greatness. 
Likewise, our requests should be made 
with recognition of who God is. Oth-
erwise, the focus of our prayers be-
comes need, weakness, failure, or fear. 
    Jehoshaphat cried out to God about 
his terrible predicament, but he also 
exalted the Lord's attributes, acknowl-
edging the great things He had done. 
When we pray like this, we become 
stronger, bolder, and more forthright. 
that's why knowing the Word of God 
is so important. When we read about 
how the Lord worked in the lives of 
others, we understand His awesome 
power and might. Then we can look 
to the men and women of the Old 

taken from the In Touch Magazine 


