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Times  of  Victory 

to be where He is. We are not 
of this world although we live 
like it and we almost forget 
about not being of this world 
because we're so close and 
tied into this world. And you 
don't want to be like that 
when the Lord comes back. 
    This world is creating laws 
that are a violation of the peo-
ple of God. But the Bible said 
it would be like this, calling 

    The subject of Pastor Troy 
Taylor's message for Sunday 
the 5th of July was "Pilgrims 
and Strangers" with his scrip-
ture text coming from He-
brews 11:9-13 and John 15:19. 
    From the Scriptures we see 
that it is very clear that the 
people of God are a call out, 
special, separated, sanctified 
and set apart people. God has 
call us to Him to be a peculiar 
people and place His stamp of 
approval on His People (us). 
His blood, which is the blood 
of Jesus, is in us and He has 
put His name on us which is 
written across our foreheads. 
    We are the people of God; 
we are a holy, special people 
in the sense that God has 
called us of darkness into His 
marvelous light. God has re-
vealed Himself unto us 
through the revelation of Je-
sus Christ and through this 

revelation we have an under-
standing of who the mighty 
God in Christ is. Being His 
Church, God has called us to 
Himself and as such He has 
called us out of this world, not 
necessarily in the physical 
sense but we are not of this 
world. He said you are in the 
world but you're not of the 
world and there is a huge dif-
ference of being in the world 
and being of the world. 
    Some people are living like 
this is all they have but if this 
is all there is we're in a bad 
way. There is something a 
whole lot better than this and 
it is where Jesus is at. It is 
God's purpose and plan for 
our lives that God has called 
us out and separated us to not 
be a part of this world. There 
is more to live than what is 
going on in the world but it's 
about our life with Jesus and 

Pilgrims and Strangers 

Don’t Look At - Look Up 

    Luke chapter 21 and verses 
25 through 28 was Pastor 
Troy Taylor's Scripture text 
for his message "Don't Look 
At, Look Up" Wednesday 
evening on the 8th of July. 
    Pastor Taylor's Scripture 
for his message came from a 
broader passage where Jesus is 
detailing the events of the last 
days. These events included 
distress if nations, earth-
quakes, famines, pestilences, 

fearful sights, great signs shall 
there be from heaven, they 
shall lay hands on you and 
persecute you. This is what 
Jesus was preparing His disci-
ples, His Church for as well as 
us today. He was giving us a 
forewarning to be prepared so 
when we see these things tak-
ing place in the world then we 
will know the end is coming 
and we see that that is hap-
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Deuteronomy 4:23 
 

Take heed unto yourselves, 
lest ye forget the covenant 
of the Lord your God, 
which he made with you, 
and make you a graven 
image, or the likeness of 
any thing, which the Lord 
thy God hath forbidden 
thee. 
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Pilgrims and Strangers 

the land of promise, as in a strange 
country' and right now it feels like we 
are living in a country that is getting 
stranger by the day. And more trou-
blesome, problematic, evil and wicked 
and somebody has to recognize that 
this is the time the Church has to 
stand up. We don't stand up in a brag-
gadocios, ugly boisterous way but we 
stand up for truth, righteousness and 
the laws and things of God. It is the 
time to stand up and let the world 
know that this is who and what we are 
and that we are not ashamed of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ or that we live 
a consecrated, dedicated life.  

the heavenly spiritual world. We need 
to set apart our lives for Jesus Christ 
because He has called us to be a sepa-
rate, sanctified and a peculiar people 
and we are not of this world down 
here. Knowing that this world full of 
disease, death, sickness, wickedness 
and evil, how can the Church feel 
comfortable around it? 
    We are a peculiar people, a chosen 
generation and have no time for the 
attachments and entanglements of this 
life. We are not from here, we are 
from a higher calling and a higher 
place and God's call on your life is 
very precious and very sweet and it 
should mean everything. This world is 
not our home but we are just passing 
through. We are pilgrims and strangers 
down here!  
    The 9th verse of Hebrews chapter 
11 says that Abraham 'sojourned in 

right wrong and wrong right and evil 
good and good evil. These are the 
days we are living in and the Church 
really should not accept that. They 
pressure us to accept what the world 
says is the standard, the right and the 
natural but if we do that we might as 
well as not be in line with the Word 
because the world is not in alignment 
with the Word. We're Word people 
and not of this world; we're not of this 
life because our life is different and set 
apart by God and is suppose to be 
dedicated to Jesus Christ. 
    If you are comfortable here you will 
probably have a hard time getting 
comfortable over there. And if you are 
comfortable here why do you looking 
for something better over there? We 
don't need to get comfortable here 
and live our life to where we are more 
at home in this world than we are in 

sickness, hospitals that are filling up, 
hurting people and fear is all over our 
world. Even in the Church fear has 
crept in and many people are fearful 
now. And as Jesus asked the man what 
he saw He could be asking us a similar 
question. So let's not be looking at just 
what is going on around us, even 
though the negativity and doom and 
gloom is there, but we have to lift up 
our eyes to a higher place and get our 
eyes back on Jesus. 
    Don't look around you at the con-
fusion, chaos, and turmoil but look up 
because the Lord wants your focus on 
Him. He wants your heart, gaze and 
intent to be towards Him. As with the 
man at the pool of Be-thesʹ-da who 
had to get his eyes off the pool and 
get them on Jesus before he was 
healed we need to get our eyes off the 

things around us and get our eyes back 
on Jesus and in the Word. It is real easy 
for our eyes to lose focus and be dis-
tracted but Jesus is trying to get us to 
look up because our redemption draws 
nigh and God has good things in store 
for the Church and the people. 
    Anything is possible with Jesus and 
He doesn't have to have a lot to work 
with because He can do a whole lot with 
just a little so let's not get eyes on the 
lateness of the hour. Many people are 
seeing the lateness of the hour but it is 
never too late for Jesus. So if we need to 
just get our focus back on Jesus because 
He is never too late. So don't look at 
but look up. Don't look at the situation 
or what is going on around you but look 
up to Jesus because He is resurrection 
and the life. 

pening now. Therefore it will be real 
easy for us to look around at the 
things going on around us and not be 
able to see the bigger picture and be 
able to look up at what the Lord 
would really have us to see in the 
midst of all of this. So we're not sup-
pose to look at what is going on, alt-
hough it's hard not to see what is go-
ing on, but our emphasis and our fo-
cus should be on looking up to the 
Lord. So we're going to keep our eyes 
on Jesus. 
    Referring to a passage in Mark 
chapter 8 where Jesus prayed for a 
blind man and then He asked him 
what he saw and the man said I see 
men walking as trees. Then Jesus 
prayed for him again the man's vision 
was completely restored. So today we 
see turmoil, nations with perplexity, 

Don’t Look At - Look Up 
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Gifts of  the Spirit 

 

    The church is a Spirit-filled body of 
believers. It is a Spiritual body and its 
life and ministry depend directly upon 
the power of the Holy Spirit within it. 
Pulsating through the veins and arter-
ies of the church is the very life and 
presence of Jesus Christ. 

    In order for the church to be 
healthy and growing, it must maintain 
the unity of the Spirit and make in-
crease of the body. Members of the 
body of Christ will bear fruit of the 
Spirit and manifest gifts of the Spirit 
in the assembly. The Holy Ghost 
bears fruit in the life of every individu-
al member, imparting Spiritual gifts to 
the entire body. 

    The fruit of the Spirit are graces in 
the life of the Christian. The fruit is 
born by the Spirit, not by the Chris-
tian. The inner radiance and grace 
manifested comes not from the Chris-
tian but from the Holy Spirit that 
dwells within. Don’t confuse this with 
the fruit of the Christian, or soul win-
ning, that Jesus spoke of in John 15:8. 

    The fruit of the Spirit is manifested 
by the Christian, which is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good-
ness, faith, meekness, temperance. 
The Bible says there are no laws 
against these attributes! (Galatians 
5:22, 23) 

    When the true Christian attains one 
of these graces in his life, the same 
Spirit is there to attain the other eight 
attributes. As the body of Christ 
works in unity of the Spirit, and is led 
by the Spirit, the nine gifts of the Spir-
it will be in operation in the assembly. 
(1 Corinthians 12:8-10) These gifts are 

distributed and given to various mem-
bers of the church for the benefit of 
the entire church. Unlike the fruit of 
the Spirit, the gifts are diverse. God 
bestows upon those members the gifts 
He deems fit, according to His will. 
The gifts of the Spirit are as follows. 

1)  Word of Wisdom 

    This is not worldly wisdom but 
Word of wisdom, which comes from 
God. 

2)  Word of Knowledge 

    An example of this special gift was 
Paul’s information concerning the 
outcome of his shipwreck. (Acts 27:22
-26) 

3)  Faith 

    This is the gift of faith, as differenti-
ated from individual faith or faith for 
salvation. Members of the body of 
Christ with the gift of faith have a 
supernatural endowment of faith by 
the Spirit for a special work or other 
special needs that arise in the church. 

4)  Gifts of Healing 

    Because of the complexity of the 
human body and the many causes of 
human sicknesses, we find these im-
portant gifts of healing mentioned in 
the plural. 

    Since the human body is so com-
plex, there could be hundreds of rea-
sons for sicknesses, both spiritual and 
physical. Some ailments are caused by 
demon activity, through oppression, 
obsession, or possession. through the 
gifts of healing, these can be cast out. 

    Then, of course, there are ailments 
that have an organic cause. Christians 
should establish good health habits for 
themselves and their families. It is 
common knowledge that eating late at 
night and staying up late are against 
good health rules. You may become 
sick because of your living habits. If 
so, change your habits! Make sure 
your body gets enough rest each night. 
Well-regulated lives will prevent many 
problems. 

    The Bible gives very definite 
instructions, and if we follow 
God’s plan, and call for the elders 
of the church, we will see the work-
ing of this gift in every local assem-
bly. 

5)  Working of Miracles 

    The definition of a miracle is “a 
supernatural act on the natural plane.” 
It is an act of God which seems im-
possible to the natural man, and which 
has no natural explanation. 

    Miracles have their purpose in the 
work of God, which is to meet needs 
and provide protection and preserva-
tion for God’s people. (Mark 16:18 
and Acts 28:3-6) If God’s people are 
led by the Spirit and seek spiritual 
gifts, the gift of miracles will be in 
operation in the church today. Such is 
really a manifestation of the glory and 
power of Jesus Christ. 

    Who has all power in heaven and in 
earth? Who worked miracles as He 
walked the shores of Galilee? Jesus 
Christ, of course! That same power of 
Jesus Christ is within us today. If we 
are consecrated and dedicated to His 
cause, He will “entrust” us with the 
gift of miracles. Notice the word 
“entrust.” God must be able to trust 
those He endows with special gifts. 
These must be spiritually strong indi-
viduals, not wishy-washy, spineless, 
half-hearted people who have no clear 
concept of their church’s vital doc-
trines. 

6)  Prophecy 

    Prophecy is the forth-telling of Bi-
ble truths under the anointing. Proph-
ecy is speaking by inspiration in one’s 
mother tongue. Preaching through the 
anointed power of God is prophecy. 
Anointed testimony also fits into this 
category. (Revelation 19:10) 

    Prophecy edifies the church, com-
forts, and exhorts. There is a vital 
need for anointed exhortations in 
these last days before the coming of 

taken from Doctrines of the Bible 
published by World Aflame Press (WAP) Doctrines of the Bible 
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Page 4 Times  of  Victory 

the Lord. 

7)  Discerning of Spirits 

    Do not believe everything you hear. 
Try the spirits, to see if they are of 
God or not. Remember that for every 
“real” Satan has a counterfeit. If you 
are filled with the Holy Ghost, then 
that Spirit within you will bear witness 
with God’s Spirit in another, and you 
will feel that kindred Spirit. However, 
if God’s Spirit within you does not 
feel comfortable near the manifesta-
tion of another spirit, then leave it 
alone. 

    Every pastor and church member 
should seek and cultivate this gift, the 
discernment of spirits, for it is of ut-
most necessity that you be on guard 
for Satan’s deceitful snares. Know 
your enemies. Know those who labor 
among you. Try the spirits. Remember 
that Satan will use subtle tricks. He 
has been known to “speak with 
tongues,” which can readily fool some 
people, especially if they are not 
prayed up and do not practice discern-
ment of spirits. 

8)  Divers Kinds of Tongues 

    There are many ways tongues are 
used in the scriptures. Following are a 
few explanations: 

(1)  You will speak with tongues when 
you receive the Holy Ghost. (Acts 2:4) 
This is the physical evidence, the ini-
tial sign of the baptism of the Spirit. 

(2)  You may talk to God in tongues 
when praying or worshipping. (1 Co-
rinthians 14:2, 14, 15) 

(3)  You may have the gift of tongues, 
which is often used in giving messages 
in tongues to the church, coupled with 
interpretation. A message in tongues 
would be of no use to the church 
without an interpreter. However, you 
may be sure that if God gives you a 
message in tongues, He will also pro-
vide the interpreter. That is, if that 
person is in the proper spiritual chan-
nel, so that God can use his gift. 

    Be sure the gift of tongues is used 
properly, within the framework of 
Bible truths. God is very specific 
about the way He likes things to be 
done. He is a God of order. He was 
orderly in His creation. He was orderly 
in His plan of redemption. He was 
orderly in providing gifts according to 
needs, for the edification of the 
church. If you study Paul’s writings, 
you will learn God’s order pertaining 
to tongues and interpretation. If there 
is no interpreter, then you should 
speak with tongues only to yourself 
and to God. (1 Corinthians 14:28) 
Otherwise, you would be out of order, 
and God is displeased with disorder. 
Paul said, “. . . the spirits of the proph-
ets are subject to the prophets.” (1 
Corinthians 14:32) This means that 
the use of the gifts of tongues and 
prophecy should be governed by the 
Word of God and by those 

“prophets” to whom the God has 
given authority to do so. 

9)  Interpretation of Tongues 

    The Christian who is blessed with 
this gift can be mightily used of God. 
The word “interpret” does not mean 
“translate.” It merely means to ex-
plain. The one who interprets the 
message in tongues does not under-
stand the language of the tongue he 
interprets. he receives the interpreta-
tion from the Spirit as he yields him-
self to God. Many times the message 
comes forth with beautiful poetical 
phrases completely foreign and be-
yond the natural ability of the one 
doing the interpreting. These stirring 
messages are powerful and come from 
God for the edification of the church. 

    The Holy Spirit dwelling in the 
heart of a Christian is there to do a 
definite work. These works are some 
of the benefits a Christian enjoys. 
When we are harmed by someone, the 
Spirit bears the fruit of love for that 
person. When there is sorrow and 
distress, the Spirit bears joy and peace. 
Wherever and whenever there is a 
definite need, the Spirit is there to 
fulfill the need. 

    The same principle works with the 
gifts of the Spirit for the edification of 
the church. The gifts are in the church 
for the welfare of the church. When a 
definite need arises, the Spirit is there 
to take care of the need. 

Doctrines of the Bible 

learning, 
And a man of understanding will at-
tain wise counsel, 
To understand a proverb and an enig-
ma, 
The words of the wise and their rid-
dles (Proverbs 1:2-6). 

Perfect in Purity 
Every word of God is pure; 
He is a shield to those who put their 
trust in Him. 

 God’s Word is Perfect 

Perfect in Purpose 
To know wisdom and instruction, 
To perceive the words of understand-
ing, 
To receive the instruction of wisdom, 
Justice, judgment, and equity; 
To give prudence to the simple, 
To the young man knowledge and 
discretion― 
A Wise man will hear and increase 

Do not add to His words, 
Lest He reprove you, and you be 
found a liar (Proverbs 30:5-6). 
 
Perfect in Practice 
He who despises the word will be 
destroyed, but he who fears the com-
mandment will be rewarded. 
The law of the wise is a fountain of 
life, to turn one  away from the snares 
of death (Proverbs 13:13-14). 

provided by Pastor Curtis Taylor God’s Wisdom for Daily Living 
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The Cross and the Gospel    by Bruce A Ware 

ty calls for his incarceration. Notice, 
then, that his guilt forms the basis for 
his bondage. Only because he has been 
proven guilty of breaking the law does 
the state have the right to imprison 
him. Furthermore, if a prisoner can 
prove his actual innocence, such that 
the charge of guilt can be re-
moved―e.g., if some forensic or DNA 
evidence available after his incarcera-
tion demonstrates his innocence―then 
the state is obligated to release him 
from prison. It is clear, then, that the 
power of the state to put criminals in 
bondage comes from the guilt they have 
incurred and the accompanying penalty 
directed at them as a result. Remove 
the guilt and its penalty, and you remove 
the just basis for the state’s power to 
enforce bondage. 
    Similarly, Satan’s power over sin-
ners is tied specifically and exclusively 
to the sinner’s guilt through sin. His 
hold on them is owing to their sinful 
rebellion against God. But remove the 
guilt through Christ’s payment for 
their sin and you remove the basis for 
Satan’s hold on them! So by His death 
Christ took upon Himself the sin of 
others and paid the full penalty for 
their sin. As a consequence, the hold 
that Satan had upon sinners is neces-
sarily broken since the basis for this 
bondage is removed. Remove the guilt 
and you remove the bondage; accom-
plish penal substitution and you ac-
complish Christus Victor. 
 
THE CROSS IS GOOD NEWS 
 
    The gospel is the good news that in 
the cross of Christ, the penalty of our 
sin was paid fully by Christ. By this, 
sin’s powerful hold on our lives, which 
leads ultimately to death, has been 
completely defeated. If we will trust 
fully Christ’s accomplishment for 
us―that He paid sin’s penalty and 
conquered sin’s power―and not look 
to our own works or accomplishments 
as if they could commend us to God, 
we will be saved (Eph. 2:8-9). 

ERASING THE CERTIFICATE 
OF DEBT 
 
    It is only because Christ paid sin’s 
penalty that He was able also to liber-
ate us from sin’s power. That is, His 
payment of sin’s penalty (sometimes 
called “penal substitution”) is the basis 
for His conquering of sin’s power 
(sometimes called “Christus Victor”. 
    Consider one sample passage that 
shows this to be true. Colossians 2:13-
14 teaches that believers are forgiven 
of all their trespasses through the 
death of Christ on the cross. The 
thrust here is on expiration: the liabil-
ity we owed before a holy God to 
suffer the penalty for our violation of 
His law is removed because Christ 
took upon Himself our record of debt. 
Jesus blotted “out the handwriting of 
ordinances that was against us, which 
was contrary to us, and took it out of 
the way, nailing it to his cross” (v. 14). 
    The substitutionary death Christ 
died, in which He cancelled out the 
debt of sinners, then, is the backdrop 
for the next glorious truth found in 
2:15. Here it is said that Jesus “spoiled 
principalities and powers, he made a 
shew of them openly, triumphing over 
them in it.” The death by which Satan 
is disarmed and put to shame, then, is 
a death that cancels our sin. The dis-
arming of Satan and the death that 
cancels our sin are theologically linked 
in this way: the basis of Satan’s power 
over sinners is sin itself; the only way 
to overthrow this power was for sin to 
be paid for and forgiven. Christ’s for-
giveness through penal substitution, 
therefore, is the means by which we 
are freed from Satan’s power. 
 
AN ANALOGY OF OUR FREE-
DOM 
 
    An analogy may assist in clarifying 
Scripture’s teaching about the pardon 
Christ earned for believers on the 
cross. Under a just system of laws, a 
prisoner is jailed because he has been 
convicted of some crime whose penal-

    The cross of Christ and the gospel 
of Christ are inextricably linked. In-
deed, the gospel is the good news of 
what took place when Christ died on 
the cross. To understand what Jesus 
accomplished on the cross, the, is to 
understand the gospel. To believe 
personally that what Christ did on the 
cross He did for you is to believe the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
WHAT HAPPENED ON THE 
CROSS? 
 
    What took place in Christ’s death 
on the cross? The short answer is this: 
“Christ died for our sins” (1 Cor. 
15:3). Christ’s death for our sin must 
be understood in two broad ways: 
First, when Jesus was nailed to the 
cross, the Father charged to Him all of 
our sin (2 Cor. 5:21) and judged the 
full penalty of our sin in Jesus as He 
died (Col. 2:14). Second, Jesus con-
quered the power of Satan, darkness, 
and death as He died for your sin (Col. 
2:15; Heb. 2:14), thus establishing His 
supreme authority and power over 
everything in creation (Eph. 1:20-23). 
To summarize, in His death on the 
cross Jesus fully paid the penalty for 
our sin, and He totally defeated the 
power of sin. 
    Jesus’ subsequent resurrection from 
the dead was not just a nice ending to 
the story but rather necessary evidence 
that His death for sin really worked (1 
Cor. 15:17). The penalty of sin is 
death, and the greatest power that sin 
has over us is death. But since the 
penalty of sin is death, and since 
Christ paid the penalty of sin fully by 
His death on the cross, His resurrec-
tion from the dead demonstrated that 
the penalty had been paid in full. And 
since the greatest power of sin is 
death, and since Christ conquered all 
of sin’s power in His death on the 
cross, His resurrection also demon-
strated that the complete power of sin 
had been defeated as He arose victori-
ous from the grave. 
 

taken from the 
Holman KJV Study Bible 
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taken from the Pentecostal Bible Study Course The Book of Hosea 

saith the Lord; If heaven above can be 
measured, and the foundations of the 
earth searched out beneath, I will also 
cast off all the seed of Israel for all 
that they have done, saith the 
Lord" (Jeremiah 31:37). 
 
II. Sin and Its Judgments (Hosea 4

-13) 
 
    God's controversy with His peo-
ple. (Hosea 4:1-2.) God rebuked Israel 
because they lacked mercy and truth 
and did not desire to know Him. Fur-
thermore, Israel openly disobeyed 
God's laws regarding swearing, lying, 
killing, stealing, and adultery. 
    The daily sacrifices continued, but 
they were offered from insincere 
hearts; therefore, God said, "I desired 
mercy, and not sacrifice; and the 
knowledge of God more than burnt 
offerings" (Hosea 6:6). The outward 
form of religion went on, but corrupt 
priest performed the service. Israel 
during this time is an illustration of 
spiritually dead churches today that 
have the outward form of Christianity 
but lack its spiritual power (2 Timothy 
3:5). 
    Judgments for sin. The Lord de-
clared that the people, as well as the 
animals, fowl, and fish, would languish 
until Israel returned to the Lord and 
acknowledged their sin (Hosea 4:3; 
5:15). (See Romans 8:21-21.) Israel did 
not repent, however, so God judged 
them and dispersed them among the 
nations (Hosea 8:8; 9:17). 
    Plea for Israel's repentance 
(Hosea 10:12). The prophet described 
Israel as an empty vine. In Psalm 80:8-
14, David described Israel as a vine 
that the Lord had brought out of 
Egypt. He was distressed, however, 
because the vine, which had once 
filled the land, was being plucked by 
others and destroyed by wild animals. 
Thus, he prayed, "Return . . . O God 
of hosts: look down from heaven, and 
behold, and visit this vine" (Psalm 
80:14). 

in the valley of Jezreel." Later, the 
Assyrian army defeated the Israelites 
in this valley. 
    2. God said to name the second 
child Loruhamah, meaning "no mer-
cy," "for I will no more have mercy 
upon the house of Israel; but I will 
utterly take them away" (Hosea 1:6). 
This name symbolized God taking His 
mercy from Israel and no longer pro-
tecting her from her enemies. 
    3. God said to name the third child 
Loammi, meaning "not my people": 
"For ye are not my people, and I will 
not be your God" (Hosea 1:9). 
    Although God punished the Israel-
ites for their disobedience, He also 
promised to preserve them (Hosea 
1:10). For example, the Jews have 
suffered intense persecution through 
the centuries, but they exist today in 
greater numbers than ever. "And it 
shall come to pass, that in the place 
where it was said unto them, Ye are 
not my people, there it shall be said 
unt them, Ye are the sons of the living 
God" (Hosea 1:10). Paul quoted this 
passage of Scripture in Romans 9:26 
and applied it to the Gentiles who had 
been admitted into the church. 
    We read in chapter 2 that Hosea's 
wife sought other lovers. According to 
verse 5, she wanted bread, wool, flax, 
and so on, indicating that she dis-
dained the simple life of the prophet. 
Her action symbolized Israel forsaking 
the Lord because of their desire for 
wealth and luxury, "Surely as a wife 
treacherously departeth from her hus-
band, so have ye dealt treacherously 
with me, O house of Israel, saith the 
Lord" (Jeremiah 3:20). The church, 
which is the bride of Christ 
(Ephesians 5:28-32), is also warned 
not to allow the cares of life to allure 
their hearts away from Him. (See 
James 4:4.) 
    Instead of finding the lovers she 
desired, Gomer had to sell herself as a 
slave, but Hosea bought her back. In 
spite of her shameful conduct, Hosea 
still loved her. Likewise, Jehovah still 
loved Israel in spite of their sin. "Thus 

    Hosea, the author of the Book of 
Hosea, was one of the prophets to the 
northern kingdom of Israel. He 
prophesied over a period of sixty years 
and was contemporary of Isaiah and 
Micah, who prophesied in Judah. 
Commerce and foreign conquest filled 
the country with wealth and luxury, 
and though the outward form of wor-
ship continued, the hearts of the peo-
ple had departed from the Lord. Be-
cause of Hosea's experience with his 
unfaithful wife, he was prepared, as 
perhaps no other prophet was, to un-
derstand God's love for unfaithful 
Israel and His plea for her to return to 
Him. 
 

I. Relation of Hosea's Personal 
Life to Israel's National Life 

(Hosea 1-3) 
 
    God commanded Hosea, "Go, take 
unto thee a wife of whoredoms . . . for 
the land hath committed great whore-
dom, departing from the 
Lord" (Hosea 1:2). Hosea married 
Gomer, a woman of backslidden Israel 
who would later become unfaithful to 
him. 
    Hosea's experience with his immor-
al wife, whom he loved dearly, was a 
drama enacted before the eyes of Isra-
el, depicting their unfaithfulness to 
God. This experience prepared Hosea, 
who declared both God's judgment 
and love to Israel, to understand 
God's attitude toward backslidden 
Israel, upon whom He had lavished 
His love. 
    Hosea and Gomer had three chil-
dren. Each of the children's names 
was symbolic. 
    1. The Lord said to name the first 
son Jezreel, for "I will avenge the 
blood of Jezreel upon the house of 
Jehu" (Hosea 1:4). Although Jehu had 
previously executed God's judgment, 
slaying all the house of Ahab and 
breaking down many altars of Baal (2 
Kings 10:11, 28), he fell into sin, and 
judgment came upon his house. Hosea 
1:5 says, "I will break the bow of Israel 

Continued on page 7 
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found in God. God has called 
us to pray. He has said that if we will 
humble ourselves, pray, seek His face 
and turn from our wicked ways; He 
will hear us, forgive us and heal our 
land. 
2 Chronicles 7:14 14if my people, who are 
called by my name, will humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then will I hear from 
heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal 
their land.3 
In the Bible Daniel is a good example 
of someone dedicated to prayer. Look 
up Daniel, Chapter 6 and read his 
story. 
    --------------------------------------------   
 

1 Richard Foster, Celebration Of 
Discipline (New York: Harper & Row, 
1978), 30. 

2 Matthew 21:22, NIV. 

3 2 Chronicles 7:14, NIV.  

slowly climb back. Finally they cleared 
everyone from the room and brought 
in the specialists. I knew things were 
serious now. They put Emily on oxy-
gen and wanted her to take a break to 
let our unborn baby recover. I was 
worried. I began to pray and called our 
church to ask them to start the prayer 
chain (a group of people who call each 
other to pray for requests that come 
in). After awhile the doctors decided 
to try a relatively new procedure and 
that, combined with unwrapping the 
baby's umbilical cord from around its 
neck, did the trick. Was God in-
volved? Yes. Were the doctors in-
volved doing their thing? Sure, but not 
exclusively. God was also at work. 
When we pray God acts; not always or 
at least not always in the ways we 
would like Him to act, but He is in-
volved. Sometimes His answer is yes, 
sometimes it is no, or even wait. It is 
not always yes. But the key thing to 
remember is that God is involved. 
Matthew 21:22 22If you believe, you 
will receive whatever you ask for in 
prayer.2  
As we think about our coun-
try and all the problems we 
face, the answer to them is 

What is prayer? What does it mean to 
pray? In its most basic form prayer is a 
conversation with God. It involves 
both talking and listening. Talking to 
God and listening for what He has to 
say. Most often God speaks to us 
through His Word the Bible. The Bi-
ble is really His love letter to us. As we 
read it we begin to hear His voice. Not 
necessarily an audible voice but a 
sense of what He is saying, what He is 
trying to get us to understand. We can 
also hear Him as we pray and listen. 
"In Prayer, real prayer, we begin to 
think God's thoughts after Him: to 
desire the things He desires, to love 
the things He loves, progressively we 
are taught to see things from His point 
of view."1 
Why pray? Prayer changes things. It 
changes us, circumstances, people, 
etc... When I am faced with a difficulty 
I pray. Why? Because I believe that 
God acts when we pray. The God of 
the universe steps into my world and 
acts. He changes things. I remember a 
few years back when my wife was 
pregnant. She was in labor but things 
were not going well. Every time she 
would push the baby's heart rate 
would drop on the monitor and only 

Submitted by Sis. Lois Kilgore 

Prayer 

III. Promise of Restoration (Hosea 
13-14 and 6:1-3) 

 
    "After two days will he revive us: in 
the third day he will raise us up, and 
we shall live in his sight" (Hosea 6:2). 
For nearly two thousand years, the 
Jews were scattered throughout the 
world, until in 1948, the nation of 
Israel was reestablished in the land of 
Palestine. Many commentators believe 
that Hosea 6:2 speaks of Israel's com-
plete reconciliation with God during 
the Millennium. Some of them con-

clude that "two days" represent two 
thousand years, thus showing that this 
prophecy is close to fulfillment. 
    When the kingdom is restored, God 
promises to be Israel's King (Hosea 
13:10). (See Revelation 19:16; Daniel 
2:44.) By receiving the Holy Spirit, we 
can become subjects of this kingdom 
before it is physically established on 
earth. (See Romans 14:17; James 2:5.) 
God id now training those n His spir-
itual kingdom to rule with Him in the 
earthly, millennial kingdom (Matthew 
25:21; Revelation 2:26-27; 5:10; 20:6). 

    This passage of Scripture also paral-
lels the history of the church. For ex-
ample, the apostles' doctrine was near-
ly lost over the centuries; however, in 
these latter days, the Lord has restored 
the apostolic doctrine and experience. 
He is powerfully visiting His people 
again, whom He has brought out of 
sin. In Hosea 10:12, God exhorted 
Israel to break up their fallow ground. 
Similarly, God wants the church to 
maintain a broken and contrite spirit. 
(See James 4:10; Isaiah 66:2.) 
 

The Book of Hosea 
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Daily Scripture Reading 

July Messages 

Luke 11:3 

Give us day by day our daily 

bread 

Day Book Chap 

Aug 1 Isa 29-32 

Aug 2 Isa 33-36 

Aug 3 Isa 37-40 

Aug 4 Isa 41-43 

Aug 5 Isa 44-47 

Aug 6 Isa 48-52 

Aug 7 Isa 53-57 

Aug 8 Isa 58-62 

Aug 9 Isa 63-66 

  Jer 1 

Aug 10 Jer 2-4 

Aug 11 Jer 5-6 

Day Book Chap 

Aug 12 Jer 7-10 

Aug 13 Jer 11-13 

Aug 14 Jer 14-17 

Aug 15 Jer 18-22 

Aug 16 Jer 23-25 

Aug 17 Jer 26-28 

Aug 18 Jer 29-31 

Aug 19 Jer 32-33 

Aug 20 Jer 34-37 

Aug 21 Jer 38-41 

Aug 22 Jer 42-46 

Aug 23 Jer 47-49 

Day Book Chap 

Aug 24 Jer 50 

Aug 25 Jer 51-52 

Aug 26 Lam 1-3 

Aug 27 Lam 4-5 

  Ezk 1 

Aug 28 Ezk 2-6 

Aug 29 Ezk 7-10 

Aug 30 Ezk 11-14 

Aug 31 Ezk 15-16 

Sep 1 Ezk 17-19 

Sep 2 Ezk 20-22 

Sep 3 Ezk 23-24 

of Darkness” with his Scripture text 
coming from Eccl. 11:7-8. 
------------------------------------------------ 
07/22 Wed - Pastor Troy Taylor 
preached on ‘Coming out of Egypt.’ 
Scripture: Jude 1:5 
------------------------------------------------ 
07/26 Sun - Pastor Troy Taylor’s mes-
sage “Our God is a Mountain Moving 
God” came from Psalm 144:5 and 
Isaiah 64:1-3. 
------------------------------------------------ 
07/29 Wed - Pastor Troy Taylor 
preached on “Because of the Anoint-
ing.” Scripture text: Isaiah 10:27 
 

07/01 Wed - Pastor Troy Taylor 
preached on “The Cry of Despera-
tion.” Scripture: Mark 10:46-52. 
----------------------------------------------- 
07/05 Sun - Pastor Troy Taylor 
preached on “Pilgrims and Strangers” 
with his Scripture text coming from 
Hebrews 11:9-13 and John 15:19. 
------------------------------------------------ 
07/08 Wed - Reading from Luke 
21:25-28 Pastor Troy Taylor preached 
on “Don’t Look At - Look Up.” 
------------------------------------------------ 
07/12 Sun - Keying off verse 17 of 
Rev. 3:14-18 Pastor Troy Taylor 
preached on ‘Two Types of People.’ 
------------------------------------------------ 
07/15 Wed - Pastor Troy Taylor 
preached on “His Promise Still 
Stands” with his text coming from 
Numbers 23:19. 
------------------------------------------------ 
07/19 Sun - Pastor Troy Taylor  
preached on “Remembering the Days 
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Chef’s Corner 

 

On The Lighter Side    

Page 10 Times  of  Victory 

Submitted by Sis. Lois Kilgore 

A sign of Old Age that may 
be Creeping up on You: When your idea of a night out is sitting on the patio.  
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Answer to last month’s Puzzle 



2620 Blue Spring Road 

Huntsville, AL 35810 

Pastor: Rev. Troy C. Taylor Sr. 

 
 

Victory Tabernacle, UPC, Huntsville, AL 

It's All About Him! 

W E ’ RE  ON  THE  WEB !  

WWW .VTUPC . COM  

Church Staff and Services 

Services 

Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Suspended 

Sunday Morning Worship . . . . . . . 11:00 AM 

 (Virtual on facebook, Instagram & Youtube) 

Wed. Evening Worship . . . . . . .   Suspended 

 

    How do you respond when you 
sense the Lord is calling you to a task 
that seems beyond your abilities? Do 
you list all the reasons why you can’t 
possibly do it? god already knows eve-
rything about you and the situation. 
He’s not asking your permission to 
proceed; rather, He is calling you to 
move forward with faith and obedi-
ence. He didn’t make an error in 
choosing you for the task, but you will 
make a huge mistake if you refuse to 
do it. 
 ---------------------------------------------- 

God will equip you for whatever He 
calls you to do. Because the Holy 
Ghost dwells within every believer, we 
have all we need to fulfill the Lord’s 
mission. Instead of letting inadequacy 
hinder you from obeying, let it drive 
you to your knees so you can arise 
with renewed insight and power. 

Phone: (256) 852-1126 

E-mail: pastortroy@vtupc.com 

Staff 

Pastor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Troy Taylor 

Assistant Pastor . . . . . .Rev. Dale Taylor 

Treasurer/Secretary. . . Bro. Michael Claussen 

Sunday School Dir. . .  Bro. Michael Claussen 

Women’s Leader. . . . . Sis. Charlotte Claussen 

Daughters of Zion. . . Sis. Ella Mae Holloway 

Times of Victory editor . . Bro. Bob Merideth 

Prayer in Times of Inadequacy 

Victory Tabernacle (VT) is a Spirit-filled church that is striving to become more like the 
model church which is the Book of Acts church. Regardless of where you are on your 
spiritual journey – just beginning or seeking a deeper walk with God – we want you to 
know you are welcome here at VT. Our doors and hearts are open to you and we would 
love to have you visit with us here at 2620 Blue Spring Road in Huntsville, Alabama, 
where you’ll meet friendly, kind people who are passionate about Jesus Christ and enjoy a 
great worship experience. 
 

May the Lord’s rich blessings rest upon you in Jesus’ name. 
 

Pastor Troy Taylor 

NEHEMIAH 2:1-3 

1. AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE MONTH 

NIʹ-SAN, IN THE TWENTIETH YEAR OF 

AR-TAX-ERXʹ-ES THE KING, THAT WINE 

WAS BEFORE HIM: AND I TOOK UJP THE 

WINE, AND GAVE IT UNTO THE KING. 

NOW I HAD NOT BEEN BEFORETIME SAD 

IN HIS PRESENCE. 

2. WHEREFORE THE KING SAID UNTO 

ME, WHY IS THY COUNTENANCE SAD, 

SEEING THOU ART NOT SICK? THIS IS 

NOTHING ELSE BUTR SORROW OF 

HEART. THEN I WAS VERY SORE AFRAID,  

3. AND SAID UNTO THE KING, LET THE 

KING LIVE FOR EVER: WHY SHOULD NOT 

MY CONTENANCE BE SAD, WHEN THE 

CITY, THE PLACE OF MY FATHERS’ 

SEPULCHERS, LIETH WASTE, AND THE 

GATES THEREOF ARE CONSUMED WITH 

FIRE? 

A 

Read: Nehemiah 2:1-10 
 
 

  fter Nehemiah heard about the des- 
  perate condition of the Jews who had 
returned from exile to Jerusalem, his 
heart was burdened (Hen. 1:3-4). By 
getting his attention in this way, the 
Lord could reveal what He wanted 
Nehemiah to do. Scripture doesn’t 
spell out the man’s reaction on realiz-
ing that he was to be a part of the 
solution, but we can imagine a sense 
of inadequacy probably engulfed him. 
How could he possibly help? He was-
n’t even near Jerusalem, and as a serv-
ant of the king, he didn’t have the 
freedom to pack up and leave. 
    But whenever God puts a burden 
on our hearts, He will open a door to 
accomplish His will. In this case, the 
Lord used Nehemiah’s sad expression 
and desperate prayer to prepare a pa-
gan king to send him on his mission. 

taken from the In Touch Magazine 


